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uring the last years of school I particularly
Dlikcd the philosophy class, or theory of
knowledge as it was called in International
Baccalaureate. I enjoyed thinking about big
questions, relevant for all the sciences. So
when T went to university, in my hometown
Bergen - the second biggest city of Norway
and its capital in medieval times - I chose to
study philosophy. But after a couple of years
with philosophy, it started to bother me that
no one except people in philosophy
departments seemed to care much about what
philosophers do. And I thought: T am
interested in every aspect of how society
works, so why not do something which is a
bit more at the centre of the action? After a
one-semester intermezzo of French language
and literature, and a few months at a language
course in Lyons, France, I moved to the
economics department,

Like many other students who choose
economics, I thought the subject might be a
key to understanding how society works. And
it was indeed illuminating - especially the first-
year course in macroeconomics, It gave me a
feeling of seeing something clearly that until
then had only been a haze, And these were
mechanisms which in some way or other
applied to every country and which had huge
consequences for people's lives.

After a year of economics in Bergen I went to
Zaragoza in Spain as an exchange student. It
was meant to be for a year, but I ended up
staying for two years, In fact I had tried to get
a place on an exchange programme for
studying Arabic language in Madrid, but
ended up with economics in Zaragoza. I was
making good progress with Spanish, but
reading about dynamic macroeconomics in
Spanish was perhaps too many complications
on top of each other. By the time I left Spain I
liked to think that it was only by my hair
colour that the locals could tell T was not
Spanish, It probably wasn't quite true, but at
least my Spanish was a lot better than my
dynamic programming,

While I was in Spain I realised that if T wanted
to really understand economics, I first had to
learn some more maths, So after [ was back in
Norway, I spent the next couple of years
mainly in the department of mathematics,
while still taking some courses in the
economics department, and actually studying
mostly in the humanities library, where most
of my friends were,

But I wanted to go abroad again. I moved to
Oxford to do a two-year master's degree.
Academically, among the greatest things was
the second-year option course in Economic
History that I took. After learning a lot of
theory, it was a revelation to use economic
theory and empirical methods to analyze real
world issues.,

04 Mathstu HxsHs

Somewhat by chance, perhaps, I ended up
writing a master thesis in empirical Industrial
Organization, on demand estimation for
differentiated products, That went well, and it
seemed relatively straightforward to just keep
going to get the PhD. I did, and I have kept
working on related things since then. The
great thing about empirical 10, I think, is the
way it combines economic theory and
econometrics, It is a very powerful feeling to
finally be able to put numbers instead of
Greek letters in those equations you have
been studying for years, and have real-world
data tell you what those numbers should be.

Last semester I taught, and very much
enjoyed, my first course at SNU - Advanced
Studies in Industrial Organization, which was
an introduction to empirical 10, We were
lucky to be able to make use of the new
campus-wide Matlab license, so students
could try their hand on the programming that
is often necessary to turn a complicated
economic model into an econometric
objective function,

In my research I continue with work on the
car industry data that I used in my PhD. In
particular I'm trying to compute the effects on
demand of various environmental car taxes,
Then I'm working on a project with my PhD
supervisor in Oxford, Howard Smith, We're
estimating a model of supermarket shopping
behaviour, where consumers may visit one or
two stores in a given week. The idea is to see
how the prices of various goods are
interrelated because low prices attracts more
consumers and therefore increases demand
for other goods in the same store. A
conference paper summing up some of our
work so far is forthcoming in the International
Journal of Industrial Organization. A third
project, which is still in the very early stages,
is to estimate a model of election behaviour in
Norway using IO methods, Here I think of it
as a game where voters choose a party which
is a bundle of policies, while parties choose
what bundle to "produce" based on the
expected "demand".

After my Phd, I left Oxford for a postdoc
position in Leuven in Belgium, among other
things to get some input from two professors
there: Frank Verboven and Jo Van

° /‘]'U]'(OYV]Ild Thomassen) MEthetu ZHEE Department of Economics, Seoul National University

o ]_tﬂ-

Biesebroeck, people who know a lot about
cars (which my doctoral research was about)
and empirical 10, The several Ttalians in the
department also gave me some valuable
lessons in the Ttalian language and worldview,
and many great conversations,

I had been living abroad for quite a while,
and missed home. But I also thought that
living in other European countries (especially
in the UK, which is only half European) had
taught me a lot about my own country and
about people in general. In your own country
there are many things (attitudes, norms, ideas)
that are not very visible because they are
shared by everyone and so rarely made
explicit, But when you go to a place where
these things are different, you see them more
clearly.

Partly in line with this thinking, and partly
because of a long-time attraction to East-Asian
culture, T was excited to see the ad for an
assistant professor position at SNU - one of
the greatest universities and in one of the
greatest cities of East-Asia, I knew that Korea
was a leading provider of popular culture in
Asia, That became clear to me when I spent
two months studying Japanese in Tokyo in
2008, And I knew that it had been one of the
greatest economic success stories in the post-
war era,

I didn't know very much else. I'm still just
scratching the surface, but I have at least
reached that first stage of knowledge where
you have an awareness of everything that you
don't know. T was lucky enough to see the
opening show of Jeonju Sori Festival in
September. The whole show (Ahn Suksan
singing pansori, Jang Jaein singing ska) was
amazing. It was quite a motivation when at
the start of the big project of learning Korean.

My first semester at SNU has been a great
time, All the help from the department has
made it very easy to settle in, And the
students in my graduate empirical IO class
have made the teaching a very pleasant
experience, In the coming semester I will be
teaching the introductory course in
macroeconomics - Principles 2. I'm
particularly looking forward to teach this
course because 1 found the first macro course
so enjoyable and illuminating when T first
took up economics, And I'm sure it will be a
great experience to meet some of the SNU
undergraduates,

Academic and professional career

- Assistant professor, Seoul National
University, 2011—present

- Postdoctoral researcher, University of
Leuven, 2009-2011

- PhD, Oxford University, 2010
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